fulness almost, as marking the end of an intolerable
constraint and the beginning of liberty. Surveying
the new situation thus created he announced his
decision, which was to push on with his novel and
get it published; then, with the few thousand francs
this would bring in, they were to elope to Italy and
live there so that he might escape his military
service. Faced with the accomplished fact, moreover,
their families would give their consent to the
marriage and provide them with at least enough to
live on.
This was the plan which Michel unfolded with bland
assurance, never imagining she would raise any objec-
tion : and Catherine stood aghast, as at the edge of an
abyss into which she was expected to hurl herself
with him. Once again she was confronted with the
necessity for making a sudden and violent decision,
and she knew already that she could not make it.
And how would it end? What an endless prospect of
bitterness and struggle! This step towards the fulfilment
of their plans, whose postponement had caused her
so much grief only an hour before, now seemed more
dreadful than the set-back itself. How was she to
turn him from this resolve? And supposing he
persisted in it! All sorts of objections came crowding
into her mind, and she caught eagerly at them,
welcomed them, looked round for more. Striving
thus to make a stand for reason in face of what seemed
to her a piece of perfect madness, she endeavoured
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